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 Registering for winter sports can
. pose a bit of a dilemma - while we
- acknowledge the health and social
' benefits, the thought of venturing
. out on cold nights for training can be
; off-putting.

So spare a thought this weekend
for Peter White, who has given 450
Saturdays to the game of Australian
rules football. -

But White's not a player - he’s a
goal umpire in the ACTAFL compe-
tition. Today he will run onto Ainslie
" Oval to adjudicate for the 450th time.
" Hopefully Ainslie and Eastlake put
' on a mighty tussle to help celebrate
White's fantastic milestone.

The two-time winner of the Jack
Perry Award for the ACT's best goal
umpire says he loves being involved
and keeping fit, and has enthusiasti-
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cally given time to the ACTAFL so
that others can play and enjoy the
game he loves.

The appeal of officiating in any
capacity in sporting competitions is
somewhat limited.

Many organisations overcome the
lack of numbers by placing an
obligation on teams participating in
a fixture to provide an umpire for
another match. ,

In recent years Softball ACT has
experienced problems providing

umpires in sufficient numbers.

The organisation has gone about
solving the problem in an impressive
and innovative way.

Not only does the umpires associ-
ation provide accredited training, it
has also implemented two important
complementary strategies — a senior
umpire mentoring system and a zero
tolerance policy. '

Sarah Houston, president of
Softball Umpires Association ACT,
said that once the policies were
introduced, juniors as well as seniors
flocked to participate.

All graduates of the training
received at least Level 1
accreditation, and officiate with the
confidence that their senior mentor
will spend time with them before
and after each game. -

‘White waves the flag for our dedicated officials

They also know that no decisions -
based on judgement will be queried: -
— rules can be clarified, but umpires’ .
decisions based on judgement can’t -
be questioned on the diamond.

Houston said that while officials
received a small fee, it in no way -
reflected the time they put into |
training and mentoring activities. ; -
She said softball's umpiring com-
munity made the commitment to
officiate because of a “100 per cent -
for the love of the game™. .

Some umpires are acknowledged
with three cheers, but people like
White, and our dedicated softball
officials, deserve appreciation and
recognition way beyond that!

W Erin Molan is a reporter for WIN
Television News in Canberra



